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Our Typical Day

Technology Integration

Third grade is a year of increased responsibilities and independence. Our day begins with an
all-school pledge and prayer. Prayer is also included throughout the day. Often included is a
saint of the day. Third graders are responsible for their assignment notebook, filled out at the
beginning of the day. Parents are encouraged to look over the notebook in order to see what
their third-grader completed during the day and to be informed of homework. I also
encourage parents to sign at the bottom of the assignment notebook page. The “GO” folder is
used to send home class information, homework to do, or corrected work. Mid-morning we
take time for a short snack. Classroom jobs are rotated weekly. Our day is jam-packed with
activity and learning! Academically, we begin the day with Reading. Moving on through the
morning our subjects generally include a specialist and Math. Of course, recess and lunch are
very popular times of the day. The afternoon finds us learning hands-on Science, Grammar,
Religion, and Social Studies. Each third grader now has his/her own Chromebook to use in the
classroom. Recently, we have added IXL to use in class and for “at home” practice of math and
other subjects. Friday morning we attend Mass. This may be altered if there is a Holy Day
during the week. The school day ends with announcements and class prayer.

Third Graders will working in a 1:1 environment utilizing
Chromebooks. Students learn how to be digital citizens with
expectations that they show responsible and respectful behavior as
virtual students. Throughout their elementary years, students will
increasingly experience technology as an educational tool that will
allow them to enhance their learning in a variety of ways including:
how to navigate the internet to gain knowledge, compose and
publish writing, and learning how to use tools such as Google
Classroom, IXL and instructional / learning sites and games to allow
them to be successful both at Holy Trinity and beyond. 



What to Expect in Third Grade
Responsibilities 

Third grade is a year of increased responsibilities and independence. There are various responsibilities our third
graders are expected to practice daily. This includes using the assignment notebook and being responsible for
homework completion and returning it to school the next day. Another large part of the responsibility is taking
on a class job, rotated each week. 

Academics
Each third grader should have a chapter book on his/her desk. Third graders are now reading to learn, not just
learning to read. Third graders have a big math book. At first, it may seem overwhelming. Later in the year,
multiplication facts should be practiced, working for memorization through 12. The division follows toward the
end of the year. As the year goes on it is fun to look back at all the math learned. Science is a hands-on format
so you will not see much homework.

Religion
All year we are learning about Jesus, not just in our religion class. We are constantly trying to follow His
example. Appropriate Mass behavior is expected. Being respectful and participating are part of expected Mass
behavior. Third graders sit up front at Mass. It is great to see Father on the altar and know Jesus with us.

We participate in the Catholic Athletic Association for all sports. Parents,
volunteers and staff coach and moderate clubs. Several activities are offered
after school such as BASE enrichment classes and clubs based on student
interest. 

Sports & Clubs 

Catholic Schools Week offers a variety of activities depending on the year.
Students participate in service projects for the community and get to have fun
out-of-uniform days!  The Marathon is our big fundraiser in the Fall. We spend
time walking to raise money for our school. 

Catholic Schools Week 
& Marathon

A Full Campus Experience



MYSTERY DOUG 

Why We Love Third Grade

CHROMEBOOKS

READINGLEARNING CURSIVE

SEASONAL PROJECTS

TESTING TREATS

SCIENCE

HOMEWORK
YES! Homework is an important part of
learning. It challenges, enriches, and
reinforces learning.

Third graders get to make amazing projects
such as Festival of Trees, Legend of
Poinsettia, Doves of Peace, Lenten Crosses!

We focus on reading to learn with
wonderful books such as Flat Stanley,
Humphrey, and Frindle!

We practice and learn cursive letter
formation all year in Third Grade!

We make a thermometer and get to do a lot
of hands on science!

To help motivate our third graders during
tests, they get Starbursts and Tootsie rolls!

We get to view interesting information
through Mystery Doug and use our Science
skills to help us understand the world
around us! 

In third grade, we use Chromebooks now
when using technology in the classroom! 



Religion 

Every chapter opens with a Scripture passage.
Each chapter closes with questions and answers based on Church teaching as found in the
Catechism of the Catholic Church.
Chapters 1-7 The Old Testament covenant with God
Chapters 8-14 Obedience through the love of God and His laws. In confession, we meet Jesus
in His mercy.
Chapters 15-25 The life of Jesus and Jesus in the sacrifice of the Mass
chapters 26-30 Our part in the Church born of the Holy Spirit; our relationship with Mary and
the Communion of Saints
 Various Church holidays/seasons are incorporated into the curriculum throughout the year.
Third graders attend weekly school Mass and attend Stations of the Cross and Advent prayer
services.  
Twice a year third graders have the opportunity to receive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation/Confession.
The day begins with an all-school prayer. Throughout the day the class prays together.
Virtues in Practice follows a three-year curriculum cycle focusing on virtues and saints who
exemplify that virtue.

Our program provides an introduction to Bible stories and teaching of the Faith. In addition to the
”textbook”, third graders use the corresponding activity book to reinforce material found in the text.
The aim of this curriculum is to show students that they belong to God’s chosen people and that the
child’s family is an important part of God's family. The theme is God’s plan of salvation from
Incarnation and Redemption to the birth of the Church at Pentecost and our life in the Church.
Special emphasis is on the importance of Confession, Communion, and the Mass.



Language Arts 

Strong phonemic awareness and phonic component.
Instruction, intervention, and grouping decisions are informed by assessment data. Progress
monitoring for some. 
Students are assessed three times a year. The goal is to help close individual reading gaps so
that 80% of students read at grade level.
Students receive individualized intervention in addition to general education classroom
instruction as needed.
Prioritizes instruction for the five areas of reading: phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency,
vocabulary, and comprehension.
Identify the purpose, make inferences, make predictions, draw conclusions, cause, and effect
Study a variety of genres including - Fables, Tall Tales, Folk Tales, Expository Text, Realistic
Fiction, Fantasy, Myth, Legend, Biography, Autobiography, Narrative Nonfiction, Poetry.
Sentence writing
Journal writing
Beginning paragraphs
Sentences
Nouns
Verbs
Adjectives and Adverbs
Pronouns
Capitalization, Punctuation, and Spelling

Our third-grade reading curriculum centers around the Groves Literacy Framework. Sadlier Grammar
Workshop prepares students with systematic lessons and grammar practice. Reading Street is a
reading program built on research and prioritizes instruction for the five areas of reading: phonemic
awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.

Math

Numbers and Operations
Algebra
Geometry
Measurement
Data Analysis and Probability
Problem-solving

Saxon Math Curriculum: Saxon Math’s distributed approach breaks apart traditional units and then
distributes and integrates the concepts across the year. This creates a learning curve that provides
the time most students need to master each part of every standard. With this approach, no skills or
concepts get dropped and students retain what they have learned. Our approach distributes
instruction, practice, and assessment throughout the year. 



Science

Comprehensive science program
Hands-on
Instructional guidance
Student equipment
Student reading materials
Digital resources
Assessment 
Water and Climate Module - Provides students with experiences to explore the properties of water,
the water cycle and weather, interactions between water and other earth materials, and how
humans use water as a natural resource.  
Investigations include: Water Observations, Hot and Cold Water, Weather and Water, Seasons and
Climate, Waterworks
Structures of Life Module - This module focuses on the diversity of plants and animals. Students
observe, compare, categorize, and care for a variety of organisms.
Investigations include Origins of Seeds, Growing Further, Meet the Crayfish, Human Body
Motion and Matter Module - This module provides students with experiences around physical
sciences core ideas dealing with forces and interactions, matter and its interactions, and with
engineering design. Throughout the module, students engage in science and engineering practices
to collect data and answer questions and define problems in order to develop solutions. 
Investigations include: Forces, Patterns of Motion, Engineering, Mixtures

FOSS Science (Full Option Science System) is a research-based science curriculum for grades K-8. The
third-grade curriculum includes modules that are subdivided into investigations. The focus question
guides students’ actions and thinking. 



Social Studies

TRIP

Community
Government
Important Documents
Structure of Government
Conflict and Compromise
Citizens
Patriotism and National Symbols
Holidays, Monuments. and Memorials
Map Skills
Five Themes of Geography
Location
Place: Physical Characteristics
Place: Human Characteristics
Human-Environment Interaction
Movement
Culture
Regions of the World
Regions of the U.S.
Wants and Needs
Resources
Producers and Consumers
Economic Principles
Personal Finances
Sequence and Chronology ( Timelines)
Inquiry
Examining and Analyzing Evidence

The Studies Weekly curriculum includes civics, government, geography, economics, and history.
The third-grade curriculum incorporates learning strategies that facilitate critical thinking,
communication, creativity, character, and citizenship.



Rooted In Holiness
At Holy Trinity we are blessed to have our faith all around us every day. Through prayer,
discussions, religious items ( artwork, bulletin boards, crucifixes, rosaries, Bibles), and curriculum,
we experience our Catholic Faith. attend Mass weekly and have Stations of the Cross in Lent. We
have Religious Education resources ( videos/DVDs and other materials) available for our learners.
HT is a very family-oriented school; our students love to be a part of their community and help out!
Third graders have the opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Confession/Reconciliation two
times a year ( Advent and Lent).

Specialists

Physical Education is twice a week for half an hour. Demonstrate
competence in fundamental locomotor, non-locomotor movements and a
combination of skills; use basic movement concepts in dance, gymnastics
and small sided practice tasks; and recognize the benefits of a physically
active lifestyle.

Physical Education

Music is offered once per week for students. This is a chance for students
to learn songs sung at Mass on Fridays and engage in hands-on musical
experiences through the Prodigies curriculum. 

Music 

Third Graders receive Art class two times per week. Through Deep Space
Sparkle Curriculum, third graders enjoy creating beautiful pieces of art. 

Art 

Library is offered once per week for each grade level. Students can browse
a wonderful selection of books to enhance their reading skills! 

Library


